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Sanskrit Pronunciation Guide 
 

Throughout the centuries, the Sanskrit language has been written in a variety of 
alphabets. The mode of writing most widely used throughout India, however, is 
called devanagri, which means, literally, the writing used in “the cities of the 
demigods.” The devanagri alphabet consists of forty-eight characters: thirteen vowels 
and thirty-five consonants. Ancient Sanskrit grammarians arranged this alphabet 
according to practical linguistic principles, and this order has been accepted by all 
Western scholars. The system of transliteration used in this book conforms to a 
system that scholars have accepted to indicate the pronunciation of each Sanskrit 
sound. 

The vowels are pronounced as follows: 
 

Sr.no  Sr.no  
1. a - as in but 7. å - as in rim 
2. ä - as in far but held twice as 

long as a  
8. è - as in reed but held twice as 

long as å 
3. I - as in pin 9. l - as in happily= 
4. é - as in pique but held twice 

as long is i 
10. e - as in they 

5. u - as in push 11. ai - as in aisle 
6. ü - as in rule but held twice 

as long    as u 
12. o - as go 

  13. au - as how 
 
 

The consonants are pronounced as follows: 
 
 

Sr.no Gutterals 
(pronounced from the 

throat) 

Sr.no Palatals 
(pronounced with the middle of 
the tongue against the palate) 

14. k - as in kite 19. c - as in chair 
15. kh - as in Eckhart 20. ch - as in staunch-heart 
16. g - as in give 21. j - as in joy 
17. gh - as in dig-hard 22. jh - as in hedgehog 
18. ë - as in sing 23. ï - as in canyon 
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Sr.no Labials 

(pronounced with the lips) 
Sr.no Semivowels 

34. p - pine 39. y - as in yes 
35. ph - as in up-hill 40. r - as in run 
36. b - as in bird 41. l - as in light 
37. bh - as in rub-hard 42. v - as in vine, except when 

preceded in the same syllable 
by the consonant, then as in 
swan 

38. m - as in mother   
 
 
Sr.no Sibilants Sr.no Aspirate 
43. ç - as in the German word 

sprechen 
46. h - as in home 

44. ñ - as in shine   
45. s - as in sun   

 
Sr.no Anusvara Sr.no. Visarga 
47. à - a resonant nasal sound as 

in the French word bon 
48. ù - a final h-sound: aù is 

pronounced like aha; iù like 
ihi. 

 
There is no strong accentuation of syllables in Sanskrit, or pausing between words in a 
line, only a flowing of short and long syllables (the long twice as long as the short). A 
long syllable is one whose vowel is long (ä, é, ü, å, e, ai, o, au) or whose short vowels 
followed by more than one consonant. The letters ù and à count as consonants. 
Aspirated consonant (consonants followed by an h) count as single consonants. 

Sr.no Cerebrals 
(pronounced with the tip of 

the tongue against the roof of 
the mouth) 

Sr.no Dentals 
(pronounced like the cerebrals 

but with the tongue against 
the teeth) 

24. ö - as in tub 29. t – tub 
25. öh - as in light- heart 30. th - as in light- heart 
26. ò - as in dove 31. d – dove 
27. òh - as in red-hot 

 
32. dh - as in red-hot 

28. ì - as in sing 33. n - as in nut 
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Bhagavad-Gita 6.34 
 

cÄl&/ ih MaNa" k*-Z<a Pa[MaaiQa bl/vÕ*!Ma( ) 
TaSYaah& iNaGa]h& MaNYae vaYaaeirv SauduZk-rMa( )) 34 )) 

 
caïcalaà hi manaù kåñëa 
pramäthi balavad dåòham 
tasyähaà nigrahaà manye 

väyor iva su-duñkaram 
 

Word to word Translation: 
 

caïcalam—flickering; hi—certainly; manaù—mind; kåñëa—O Kåñëa; 
pramäthi—agitating; bala—vat—strong; dåòham—obstinate; tasya—its; 
aham—I; nigraham—subduing; manye—think; väyoù—of the wind; iva—
like; su-duñkaram—difficult. 
 

Translation: 
 

For the mind is restless, turbulent, obstinate and very strong, O Kåñëa, and to 
subdue it, I think, is more difficult than controlling the wind. 
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Bhagavad-Gita 6.6 
 
 

bNDauraTMaaTMaNaSTaSYa YaeNaaTMaEvaTMaNaa iJaTa" ) 
ANaaTMaNaSTau Xa}auTve vTaeRTaaTMaEv Xa}auvTa( )) 6 )) 

 
bandhur ätmätmanas tasya 

yenätmaivätmanä jitaù 
anätmanas tu çatrutve 
vartetätmaiva çatru-vat 

 
 

Word to word Translation: 
 

bandhuù—friend; ätmä—the mind; ätmanaù—of the living entity; tasya—of 
him; yena—by whom; ätmä—the mind; eva—certainly; ätmanä—by the living 
entity; jitaù—conquered; anätmanaù—of one who has failed to control the 
mind; tu—but; çatrutve—because of enmity; varteta—remains; ätmä eva—the 
very mind; çatru-vat—as an enemy. 

 
 

Translation: 

 

For him who has conquered the mind, the mind is the best of friends; but for 
one who has failed to do so; his mind will remain the greatest enemy. 
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Bhagavad-Gita 2.70 
 

AaPaUYaRMaa<aMacl/Pa[iTaï& SaMaud]MaaPa" Pa[ivXaiNTa YaÜTa( ) 
TaÜTk-aMaa Ya& Pa[ivXaiNTa SaveR Sa XaaiNTaMaaPanaeiTa Na k-aMak-aMaq ))70)) 

 
äpüryamäëam acala-pratiñöhaà 

samudram äpaù praviçanti yadvat 
tadvat kämä yaà praviçanti sarve 
sa çäntim äpnoti na käma-kämé 

 
Word to word Translation: 

 

äpüryamäëam—always being filled; acala-pratiñöham—steadily situated; 
samudram—the ocean; äpaù—waters; praviçanti—enter; yadvat—as; 
tadvat—so; kämäù—desires; yam—unto whom; praviçanti—enter; sarve—all; 
saù—that person; çäntim—peace; äpnoti—achieves; na—not; käma—kämé—
one who desires to fulfill desires. 
 

Translation: 
 

A person who is not disturbed by the incessant flow of desires—that enter like 
rivers into the ocean, which is ever being filled but is always still—can alone 
achieve peace, and not the man who strives to satisfy such desires. 
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Bhagavad-Gita 5.29 
 

>aae¢-ar& YajTaPaSaa& SavRl/aek-MaheìrMa( ) 
Sauôd& SavR>aUTaaNaa& jaTva Maa& XaaiNTaMa*C^iTa )) 29 )) 

 

bhoktäraà yajïa-tapasäà 
sarva-loka-maheçvaram 

suhådaà sarva-bhütänäà 
jïätvä mäà çäntim åcchati 

 
 

Word to word Translation: 
 

bhoktäram—the beneficiary; yajïa—of sacrifices; tapasäm—and penances and 
austerities; sarva-loka—of all planets and the demigods thereof; mahä-
éçvaram—the Supreme Lord; su-hådam—the benefactor; sarva—of all; 
bhütänäm—the living entities; jïätvä—thus knowing; mäm—Me (Lord 
Kåñëa); çäntim—relief from material pangs; åcchati—one achieves. 
 

Translation: 

 

A person in full consciousness of Me, knowing Me to be the ultimate 
beneficiary of all sacrifices and austerities, the Supreme Lord of all planets and 
demigods, and the benefactor and well-wisher of all living entities, attains 
peace from the pangs of material miseries. 
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Bhagavad-Gita 6.26 
 
 

YaTaae YaTaae iNaêl/iTa MaNaêÄl/MaiSQarMa( ) 
TaTaSTaTaae iNaYaMYaETadaTMaNYaev vXa& NaYaeTa( )) 26 )) 

 
yato yato niçcalati 

manaç caïcalam asthiram 
tatas tato niyamyaitad 

ätmany eva vaçaà nayet 
 

Word to word Translation: 
 

yataù yataù—wherever; niçcalati—becomes verily agitated; manaù—the 
mind; caïcalam—flickering; asthiram—unsteady; tataù tataù—from there; 
niyamya—regulating; etat—this; ätmani—in the self; eva—certainly; vaçam—
control; nayet—must bring under. 
 

Translation: 

 

From wherever the mind wanders due to its flickering and unsteady nature, 
one must certainly withdraw it and bring it back under the control of the self. 
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Bhagavad-Gita 6.47 
 

YaaeiGaNaaMaiPa SaveRza& MaÓTaeNaaNTaraTMaNaa ) 
é[ÖavaN>aJaTae Yaae Maa& Sa Mae Yau¢-TaMaae MaTa" )) 47 )) 

 
yoginäm api sarveñäà 

mad-gatenäntar-ätmanä 
çraddhävän bhajate yo mäà 

sa me yuktatamo mataù 
 
 

Word to word Translation: 
 

yoginäm—of yogés; api—also; sarveñäm—all types of; mat—gatena—abiding 
in Me, always thinking of Me; antaù—ätmanä—within himself; çraddhä—
vän—in full faith; bhajate—renders transcendental loving service; yaù—one 
who; mäm—to Me (the Supreme Lord); saù—he; me—by Me; yukta—
tamaù—the greatest yogé; mataù—is considered. 
 

Translation: 

 

And of all yogis, the one with great faith who always abides in Me, thinks of 
Me within himself, and renders transcendental loving service to Me—he is the 
most intimately united with Me in yoga and is the highest of all. That is My 
opinion. 
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Bhagavad-Gita 4.34 
 

TaiÜiÖ Pa[i<aPaaTaeNa PairPa[éneNa SaevYaa ) 
oPade+YaiNTa Tae jaNa& jaiNaNaSTatvdiXaRNa" )) 34 )) 

 
tad viddhi praëipätena 

paripraçnena sevayä 
upadekñyanti te jïänaà 
jïäninas tattva-darçinaù 

 
 

Word to word Translation: 
 

tat—that knowledge of different sacrifices; viddhi—try to understand; 
praëipätena—by approaching a spiritual master; paripraçnena—by 
submissive inquiries; sevayä—by the rendering of service; upadekñyanti—they 
will initiate; te—you; jïänam—into knowledge; jïäninaù—the self-realized; 
tattva—of the truth; darçinaù—seers. 
 

Translation: 

 

Just try to learn the truth by approaching a spiritual master. Inquire from him 
submissively and render service unto him. The self-realized souls can impart 
knowledge unto you because they have seen the truth. 
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                          Bhagavad-Gita 4.2                                   
 

Wv& ParMParaPa[aáiMaMa& raJazRYaae ivdu" ) 
Sa k-ale/Naeh MahTaa YaaeGaae Naí" ParNTaPa )) 2 )) 

 
evaà paramparä-präptam 

imaà räjarñayo viduù 
sa käleneha mahatä 

yogo nañöaù parantapa 
 
 

Word to word Translation: 
 

evam—thus; paramparä—by disciplic succession; präptam—received; 
imam—this science; räja-åñayaù—the saintly kings; viduù—understood; 
saù—that knowledge; kälena—in the course of time; iha—in this world; 
mahatä—great; yogaù—the science of one's relationship with the Supreme; 
nañöaù—scattered; parantapa—O Arjuna, subduer of the enemies. 
 
 

Translation: 

 

This supreme science was thus received through the chain of disciplic 
succession, and the saintly kings understood it in that way. But in course of 
time the succession was broken, and therefore the science as it is appears to be 
lost. 
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Bhagavad-Gita 18.54 
 

b]ø>aUTa" Pa[SaàaTMaa Na XaaeciTa Na k-a¿iTa ) 
SaMa" SaveRzu >aUTaezu MaÙi¢&- l/>aTae ParaMa( )) 54 )) 

 
brahma-bhütaù prasannätmä 

na çocati na käìkñati 
samaù sarveñu bhüteñu 

mad-bhaktià labhate paräm 
 

Word to word Translation: 
 

brahma-bhütaù—being one with the Absolute; prasanna-ätmä—fully joyful; 
na—never; çocati—laments; na—never; käìkñati—desires; samaù—equally 
disposed; sarveñu—to all; bhüteñu—living entities; mat—bhaktim—My 
devotional service; labhate—gains; paräm—transcendental. 
 

Translation: 
 

One who is thus transcendentally situated at once realizes the Supreme 
Brahman and becomes fully joyful. He never laments or desires to have 
anything. He is equally disposed toward every living entity. In that state he 
attains pure devotional service unto Me. 
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 Gopal’s Fun School                                                                                                                            Liberation  
             (GFS)                                                                                                                                     (Shloka 10) 

Hare Krsna Hare Krsna Krsna Krsna Hare Hare / Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare 
 

 
 

 
 

Bhagavad-Gita 14.26 
 

Maa& c Yaae_VYai>acare<a >ai¢-YaaeGaeNa SaevTae ) 
Sa Gau<aaNSaMaTaqTYaETaaNb]ø>aUYaaYa k-LPaTae )) 26 )) 

 
mäà ca yo 'vyabhicäreëa 

bhakti-yogena sevate 
sa guëän samatétyaitän 

brahma-bhüyäya kalpate 
 

Word to word Translation: 
 

mäm—unto Me; ca—also; yaù—a person who; avyabhicäreëa—without fail; 
bhakti-yogena—by devotional service; sevate—renders service; saù—he; 
guëän—the modes of material nature; samatétya—transcending; etän—all 
these; brahma-bhüyäya—elevated to the Brahman platform; kalpate—
becomes. 
 

Translation: 
 

One who engages in full devotional service, unfailing in all circumstances, at 
once transcends the modes of material nature and thus comes to the level of 
Brahman. 
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Gopal’s Fun School                                                                                Anger: Cause, Consequences and Cure  
           (GFS)                                                                                                                (Shloka 11)  
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Bhagavad-Gita 2.62 
 

DYaaYaTaae ivzYaaNPau&Sa" Sa(r)STaezUPaJaaYaTae ) 
Sa(r)aTSaÅaYaTae k-aMa" k-aMaaT§-aeDaae_i>aJaaYaTae )) 62 )) 

 
dhyäyato viñayän puàsaù 

saìgas teñüpajäyate 
saìgät saïjäyate kämaù 
kämät krodho 'bhijäyate 

 
Word to word Translation: 

 

dhyäyataù—while contemplating; viñayän—sense objects; puàsaù—of a 
person; saìgaù—attachment; teñu—in the sense objects; upajäyate—develops; 
saìgät—from attachment; saïjäyate—develops; kämaù—desire; kämät—from 
desire; krodhaù—anger; abhijäyate—becomes manifest. 

 
Translation: 

 

While contemplating the objects of the senses, a person develops attachment 
for them, and from such attachment lust develops, and from lust anger arises. 
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Gopal’s Fun School                                                                                Anger: Cause, Consequences and Cure  
           (GFS)               (Shloka 12)  
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Bhagavad-Gita 2.63 
 

§-aeDaaÙviTa SaMMaaeh" SaMMaaehaTSMa*iTaiv>a]Ma" ) 
SMa*iTa>a]&Xaad(buiÖNaaXaae buiÖNaaXaaTPa[<aXYaiTa )) 63 )) 

 
krodhäd bhavati sammohaù 
sammohät småti-vibhramaù 

småti-bhraàçäd buddhi-näço 
buddhi-näçät praëaçyati 

 
Word to word Translation: 

 

krodhät—from anger; bhavati—takes place; sammohaù—perfect illusion; 
sammohät—from illusion; småti—of memory; vibhramaù—bewilderment; 
småti-bhraàçät—after bewilderment of memory; buddhi-näçaù—loss of 
intelligence; buddhi-näçät—and from loss of intelligence; praëaçyati—one 
falls down. 
 

Translation: 
 

From anger, complete delusion arises, and from delusion bewilderment of 
memory. When memory is bewildered, intelligence is lost, and when 
intelligence is lost one falls down again into the material pool. 
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O king, for those with little pious credit, faith in mahä-prasäda, Çré Govinda, the holy 
name, and the Vaiñëavas never arises.

O Lord, this material body is a place of ignorance, and the senses are a network of 
paths leading to death. Somehow we have fallen into this ocean of material sense 
enjoyment, and of all the senses the tongue is the most voracious and uncontrollable. 
It is very difficult to conquer the tongue in this world. But You, dear Kåñëa, are very 
kind to us and have given us such nice prasädam just to control the tongue. Now we kind to us and have given us such nice prasädam just to control the tongue. Now we 
take this prasädam to our full satisfaction and glorify You-Çré Çré Rädhä and Kåñëa-
and in love call for the help of Lord Caitanya and Nityänanda.

Prasadam Prayers  
mahä-prasäde govinde näma-brahmaëi vaiñëave
svalpa-puëya-vatäà räjan viçväso naiva jäyate

çaréra avidyä-jäl, joòendriya tähe käl,
jéve phele viñaya-sägore

tä'ra madhye jihvä ati, lobhamoy sudurmati,
tä'ke jetä kaöhina saàsäre

kåñëa baòo doyämay, karibäre jihvä jay,
sva-prasäd-anna dila bhäi

sei annämåta päo, rädhä-kåñëa-guëa gäo,sei annämåta päo, rädhä-kåñëa-guëa gäo,
preme òäko caitanya-nitäi
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